
'Ilnitcd eStates eScnatc
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 8, 20 II

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 IZ Ih Street, SW
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

The E-Rate program al the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is a critical part of making sure
thai children in rural and low-income communities across the country have fair access to the educational
benefits that broadband can provide.

In Colorado, however, we fear that the opportunities this program offers for students orthe East Central
Board of Cooperative Educational Services (ECBOCES) schools may be in jeopardy. The ECBOCES
serves roughly 9,400 students in 21 rural East Central Colorado school districts. Most of these schools
arc relatively isolated, small and located in fanning and ranching communities. They also have a
significant low-income student population. The E-Rate program has been a lifeline for these school
districts, which spans over 15,000 square miles. The program provides support for telecommunications
services and the world of educational opportunity that broadband internet access can oITer. Among
other things, the program supports an effort to connect 26 classrooms in 17 school districts, which helps
leverage limited school district budgets and facilitate distance learning. For example, Morgan
Community College allows nearly 1,300 high school students to take advantage of high school and
college concurrent enrollment through a distance delivery system that relies on this E·Rate funding. It is
oftcn thc casc in these rural and agricultural areas that this type of distance learning provides the only
means for students to take upper·level, required high·school courses that will prepare them to be
college·ready upon graduation.

On December 1,2010, the ECBOCES schools filed an appeal with the FCC, seeking to overturn a denial
and rescission ofE-Rate funds by the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC). While we
offer no opinion on the details of the USAC decision, we ask that the Commission's review recognize
that an honest eITort was made on the part of the ECBOCES schools to comply with both program rules
and Colorado law. In addition, we ask that the review consider concerns identified by USAC in light of
the harm that denial and rescission could impose on the ECBOCES students who rely on the E-Rate to
access educational resources and develop skills for the digital age.

Thank you for your altention to this matter. Please feel free to COl1lact Jack Waldorf in Senator Mark
Udall's office at (202) 224-5941 or Sally Mayes in Senator Bennet's office at (202) 224-5852 should
you have any questions regarding this issue.

Sincerely,

Senator Mark Udall Senator Michael F. Bennet
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